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THE CALL:
CONSIDERATIONS FOR PEACE AMONGST PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS

In the current situation in the Middle East an important center of our strife-torn global village is Jerusalem, a living reminder of the constant yearning for the peace and harmony of the soul and also of the constant obstacle to that peace embodied in the human ego.  In such circumstances, it may be that the only way out of such a dilemma is to listen to and follow the true voice of God.  That voice is calling to us from religious scriptures, from world events, and most importantly from deep within ourselves – from our heart and conscience.  The vital question confronting us is, “ Do we have the will to listen to that voice and the courage to follow where it leads us?”   The three major faith traditions that have revered holy sites in this contentious part of our world have all expressed the practical application of God’s love in a Golden Rule.  In Judaism it is written, “What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor.  This is the whole Torah; all the rest is commentary”. (Hillel, Talmud, Shabbat 31a)  In Christianity Jesus said, “ In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets”. (Matthew 7:12)  In Islam the Prophet Muhammad said, “Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish for yourself”. (Hadith)  

Religious institutions and many of their adherents have failed to follow the wisdom of these golden rules by giving the ego ascendancy over God. This process of experiencing life through the constricted awareness of the personal ego has led to misunderstandings of the teachings of the great spiritual sages and misinterpretations of religious scriptures.  In the Torah Abraham demonstrated what it meant to put God before ones ego. The Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions trace their roots back to Abraham.  In these traditions Abraham was the first to make the claim that all existence emanated from one, indivisible God.  If we turn to scripture to hear what God is telling us, the basis of our understanding of these sacred writings must be a return to the spiritual basis of these three major Abrahamic religious traditions – a belief in a God of love. That love becomes infinite, universal and unconditional embracing every human being and all life when the influence of the ego is removed from our understanding of God. Then, and only then, our understanding of scripture begins to reflect the indivisible unity of a loving God. In contrast history and current events show, unambiguously, that when we listen to the voice of the ego rather than the voice of God divisiveness and conflict is promoted.  And when we distort scripture and spiritual teachings to support the needs for survival, superiority, and power arising out of our identification with the ego terrible destructive forces are unleashed.  That identification is strengthened when we view others and ourselves through the distorting lens of good and evil.  That identification is weakened when we become spiritual warriors and battle our fears. It is fear that constricts selfless, unconditional love transforming it into conditional love which is not really love but the seeking of gratification of ones needs..

There are many clues in the scriptures that show us the differential effects of being dominated by our egos or heeding God’s call.  A striking example of this is the contrast between the two worlds shown to us in the two creation stories in Genesis.  The first creation story shows us a world in which humans choose to put God first resulting in unity and peace. The second creation story shows us a world of fear, shame, and suffering, resulting from listening to our egos rather than God. In Geneses the beginning of that process is represented by Eves choosing to listen to the snake in the Garden of Eden.  This idea that humans, through the choices they make can create the kind of world they live in is very important.  It means we can choose to live in that divine world of peace and unity depicted in the first creation story.  When we are told that God created humans in his own image (Gen 2:27) it means that like God we have creative free will. 

When you examine the first creation story (Gen 1) you can find no conflict, suffering or death.  Everything is in perfect and pleasant harmony.  It is a reflection of unity and love.  All of creation knows of its relationship to God.  It is a world that allows for the easy, natural, and full expression of selfless love, happiness, and joyful creativity.  In this story the six days of creation refer to six stages of creation that involve the development of six levels of delimited consciousness.  At each stage of creation God sees that it is good.  At the sixth stage when all the levels of consciousness needed to manifest the entire universe are created God sees that his creation is “very good”. (Gen 1:31)  This indicates that everything in this creation is in harmony with God.  If we develop the capacity to hear Gods voice within us expressing itself through our heart and conscience we will yearn for that lost unity, for that world depicted in the first creation story.  Often when this yearning arises our finite ego-dominated awareness shouts at us, “This is childish nonsense, it’s time to grow up and live in the real world and stop taking refuge in naive fantasy”  

What does it mean when a young child says, “It’s not fair!”  That child is experiencing a limitation on its spontaneity, comfort, fulfillment, happiness, creativity, or freedom.  The child feels that this limitation is somehow not right.  It is less then God.  In order to travel back to God we must become like young children feeling that it is somehow wrong to be limited.  We have to stop being such sophisticated and realistic adults in order to regain that recognition of our potential for infinity.  When this desire to go beyond limits is dominated by the ego the results are selfishness, suffering, and destruction. However when enough people put this desire in the service of God, peace, love, and joy are established in the world.

The second creation story (Gen 2, 3) involves the fall from union with God as a result of Adam and Eve following their ego’s inclinations.  One of the interesting differences between the two creation stories is the sequence of created life.  In the first creation story the sequence goes from plant to aquatic animals to land animals to humans.  In the second creation story the sequence goes from man to plant to animal.  The first creation story is more in accord with the scientific understanding of the evolution of life in which humans are a natural part of the web of life.  In the second creation story the ego is subtly inserting its distorting influence by placing man as the first created life form and distinct from the rest of life, thus catering to the ego.  Humans rather than expressing and maintaining God’s unity are expressing an assertion of ego dominance and bringing disharmony and conflict into existence.

The first creation story in genesis was written at a later date than the second creation story.   Therefore the younger comes before the older.  This theme is repeated more than once in Genesis.  The meaning of this is set in these two stories.  The younger story represents a state of union and/or communion with God.  In the journey back to God the younger comes later and symbolically represents a later, i.e.-more advanced level of development where the perennial psychology of God is more of a guiding principal.  In the older story human psychology assumes the dominant position in how men and women understand and experience life.  In other stories in Genesis the younger son is favored over the older son.  God is pleased with Able’s offering but not Cain’s. Issac says of his sons Jacob and Essau that the older shall serve the younger. Israel (Jacob) says of his grandsons Ephram and Manassah that the younger brother shall be greater than the older brother. When this occurs the younger son is closer to God, to their divine nature, and therefore better able to promote and carry forward the spiritual tradition.  In these instances the older son is closer to their animal nature and more dominated by their ego and survival needs.  This repeated pattern is significant because it deviates from the cultural practice of the inheritance of family assets and responsibilities being passed on to the eldest son.  Here is a clear indication that following a spiritual path may require breaking tradition.  Human traditions tend to become dominated by human psychology and are to varying degrees in the service of the ego rather than in the service of the divine.  This is the disharmony that is represented in the second creation story.  And only by breaking with tradition can this separation from God be healed.  But there is an important caveat here.  If the breaking of tradition is based on judgementalism, frustration, anger, or individual need it will have a destructive outcome and be a process that promotes separation from God.  Only if the break from tradition comes out of selfless love and compassion can it bring us closer to God.  The most significant detachment from tradition is the one that takes place internally when we put God first.  When this occurs a person can externally adhere to tradition while internally remaining free.  And that freedom becomes a conduit for the transforming divine power of healing and love in the world.

One of the greatest stumbling blocks to bringing the love of God into the relationships between the three Abrahamic faith traditions lies in the egos destructive distortion of Gods message in establishing his covenant with Abraham.  This distortion is an expression of the ego’s game of one-upmanship, which has transformed a universal God of unconditional love into a tribal God of conditional love.  When God tells Abraham his descendants shall inherit specific land what is being referred to are spiritual rather than biological descendants.  The land they will inherit refers to a higher state of consciousness that is in union with God, not a geographical plot of land.  To become a spiritual descendant of Abraham a person must undertake the discipline that leads to accurately hearing and following the voice of God.  And that can be done from within any one of these three faith traditions as well as other traditions.

If we worship a God of infinite, unconditional, selfless love we create a situation where we can become aware of a discrepancy between our God and ourselves.  In this awareness we are motivated to discover and remove all the obstacles that stand between that loving reality and us.  The main barrier that we discover is our identification with our ego   If our goal is to bring God fully into our lives we come to realize that our challenge is to diminish and eventually dissolve all attachments to our ego. On this path our patterns of thinking, feeling and behaving are transformed. As our consciousness expands with ever-increasing clarity we come to hear the voice of God within and to see the presence of God everywhere. This is the path of spiritual evolution.  In contrast if we worship a judgmental, conditionally loving, and punitive God we are able to rationalize and justify our attachments to our ego thus diminishing our ability to hear the voice of God within.  As our attachment to our ego is strengthened we get increasingly caught in the game of “mines better than yours”  or “I am better than you”.

Just as an individual sincerely on a spiritual path is fundamentally transformed, so is a 

Religion sincerely dedicated to a spiritual path fundamentally transformed as it moves towards expressing infinite unconditional love, peace, healing, and unity.  Such transformation takes courage.  It means putting God first.

I believe that at this point in history God is calling on the religious leaders of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity to put him first, thus recognizing the unity behind the differences in these religions.  What makes this so difficult and causes so much divisiveness between these three great religious traditions?  The Jewish people claim that they are the chosen people of God and that the messiah has not yet arrived.  The Christians claim that Jesus is the messiah and is the only way to salvation, with Catholics claiming that theirs is the only True Church. The Muslims claim that Muhammed is the prophet of Allah (God), the final prophet who through divine revelation has shown the True Way.  Each of these traditions directly claim or imply that they are the true religion and the others in some way are in error.  Essentially they are playing the ego games of “mines better than yours” and “I’m better than you”.

We can observe the common rivalry that exists between siblings to be the most favored one with their parents.  The strength of this need, and the destructiveness that can result from its frustration, are illustrated in the Biblical story of the first two human siblings. Cain murders Able because he perceives Able as being more favored by God.  This is a warning that is completely ignored by the religions that have this story in their Bible.  Using theological arguments, complicated philosophical posturing, dogmatic assertions, and disguised and open hostility, religious leaders, scholars, and members throw their exclusive superiority with God and the superiority of their religion at each other.  This has everything to do with the acting out of the childhood drama of sibling rivalry and nothing to do with the reality of a loving God.  It is a tragic error arising out of a projection of an ego based human psychology onto the perennial psychology of God. 

Jerusalem is a city rich with the history of these three great religious traditions.  It is a history of people attempting to reach beyond their suffering and limitations to something better. It is a history replete with the limitations of the ordinary waking state of human consciousness in which people often stumble and fall but never entirely lose sight of the goal.  Is it not time for all three groups to recognize that they are all responding to the same deep need to return to that state of Being portrayed in the first Creation story of the Bible, to reestablish their unity with God?  God and true infinite, selfless, unconditional love are inseparably united. This love heals. It is the only force, which can heal all that separates individuals and groups.  It alone can end strife and suffering thereby establishing the kingdom of heaven on earth.  The choice is clear for anyone who has the courage to open his or her heart and mind to God. The choice is between serving the ego and divisiveness, or serving God and unity through selfless love.  If we serve the ego we strive for superiority and security.  If we truly serve God our presence in the world becomes a force for peace, healing, and unity.   Is it not reasonable to assume that the task of religious leaders is to serve God, even if it is unfavorable to them, and even at the risk of seeing their particular path to God transformed?  All three religious traditions believe that God should be first in the life of their followers.  My understanding of this emphasis in the sacred writings of these traditions is that it means not placing one’s ego, state, culture or religion ahead of ones commitment to God, to unconditional love and unity. How tragic it is that, so often, religious leaders labor to build the Tower of Babel rather than bring the peace of the Divine Presence to earth. Unfortunately these three great religions have too often been contaminated by the egos of their Ministers, Priests, Rabbis, and Clerics.  If these religious leaders were truly men and women of God without the confusion of their egos, they would stand forth and unambiguously promote the forces of healing and love.  In the service of selfless love the leaders of three great world religious traditions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, would do everything in their power to promote the universality of the City of Jerusalem. They would help to create a city that would be dedicated to honoring all paths to God. It would be a city owned by no one group, belonging to no single nation, but instead a city dedicated to universal peace, understanding, and harmony.

One of the difficult points of contention currently between the Jewish and Islamic traditions is a 36-acre compound.  For the Jews this is the site referred to as the Temple Mount. It contained their two Holy Temples that were destroyed. The importance of this destruction is marked by a yearly day of mourning called Tisha B’Av.  Jews also believe that Mount Moriah, where the first and second temples stood is the site where Abraham offered his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice to God.  It is here where Jews come to pray at the Western Wall, the last remnant of the second temple.  It is here where many Jews hope to rebuild their Holy Temple.  It is the holiest site for Judaism.  For the Muslims this plot of land is Haram al Sharif, the Noble Sanctuary from which Mohammed ascended into heaven and met face to face with God before returning to earth.  It is, after Mecca and Medina the third holiest site of Islam.   Within this plot of land stand Holy Mosques including the Dome of the Rock.  This plot of land has a great depth and intensity of meaning for both traditions and for Christianity.  Is it possible that God is sending us a message, a very important message, concerning how we should honor him?  In order to honor God Abraham was ready to sacrifice what was close and meaningful to him. Is it possible that God is now asking the people of these three religions to sacrifice all their beliefs that act as barriers between their faiths and cause division and strife?  All that remains of the Jewish Temple is the Western or Wailing Wall.  It acts as a retaining wall for the Temple Mount or for Harim al Sharif.  It is here that some of the holiest sites of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity stand. This current situation can be seen as a message from God that the followers, and the leaders, of these religious traditions need to honor their interdependence and the unity behind their diversity if the peace of the divine presence is to be realized.

 God has presented us with a puzzle to solve.  If each side continues to place emphasis on what it believes to be it’s God given superiority, and the value of external structures and considerations, it is not unimaginable that in the heat of conflict and frustration a tragic scenario could unfold in which a sacred site will be destroyed and in the ensuing battle Armageddon type destruction could be released.   That is a possible outcome if we frail to heed the first commandment because we worship our egos rather than the God of love and healing.

There is an understanding that can be helpful.  If we confuse external symbols with the                                                         

process of internal spiritual growth vast destruction and suffering is the likely outcome.  Then all of humanity may truly be at the Wailing Wall.  However if we understand that the temple that is to be rebuilt is an internal spiritual task that involves each individual in a process of making                                                           

themselves a pure temple for God, and thus a messenger of God’s infinite, unconditional and eternal love, then rebuilding the external temple becomes an expression of that healing love.  Then there arises the possibility of building one Temple honoring these three faith traditions as a symbol of unity and a true understanding of God’s love.  When enough people build that internal temple, through whatever religious tradition or spiritual path, then the true undistorted light of God will radiate forth and illumine the whole world.  This is the coming of the global messiah, not to be found without but rather within.  In that radiant field of God’s love all religious traditions will find their fulfillment.

At this historical point in time Jerusalem is one of the major litmus tests for the religious leaders of these three Abrahamic traditions.  Jerusalem is the opportunity for these leaders to leave behind the ego-distorted, fear based understanding of the scriptures that built the Tower of Babel, and begin to demonstrate that they can hear the voice of eternal, unconditional love and unity - the voice of God.

It seems to me that the call from the Bible is clear. Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son.  Are the religious leaders ready to sacrifice their attachments to their egos?  Jesus threw the moneylenders out of the temple at the cost of incurring the wrath of the establishment.  Are the religious leaders ready to follow the path of love and healing and are they ready to put their energy in the service of throwing out the false prophets of superiority, suspicion, hatred, exclusivity, and division, and face the possible wrath of some elements of their communities? This I believe is Gods challenge to those leaders. What is their answer?

Although we can say that people who have accepted the mantel of being a religious leader have assumed a special responsibility, we cannot, by that utterance divest ourselves of the responsibility of undertaking work on the path back to God. There will be a profound effect on society when enough people begin to experience inner peace and silence. When enough people experientially understand what is meant by the statement, “Be still and know that I am God”, there will be a transformation of life.  Waves of bliss will flow out from those who are silent and penetrate the hearts and minds of all. 

This, then, is what I see as the major litmus test of not only these religious leaders but of 

us all.  Can we join in declaring that this city of Jerusalem does not belong to any nation or any religious sect but belongs to the God of universal love and peace?  On that day when Jerusalem is finally established as that city of God, not only geographically but also internally, the light of healing love will shine forth to illuminate the hearts of all who follow these religions. The true Messiah will then arrive for all the Jews, the second coming of Christ will occur for the Christians, and Al-Imam al-Mahdi will become visible for the Muslims who have that belief.  And all three traditions will know that they are now seeing One Truth being presented to them in a way that their hearts are capable of fully responding to. And they will know that this is a manifestation of infinite, unconditional love.  In the reality of that Love there is no competition, no better and worse, no right and wrong, no good and evil, no truth and falsity.  It will then be realized that what religion one follows is not important, rather what is important is that one follows their religion as a path to a universal, unconditionally loving God with honesty, sincerity, truthfulness and faithfulness while recognizing that their religion is one of many equally valid paths to God.  Progress on this journey is marked by the increasing ability to experience and express selfless love. And when selfless love becomes what is consistently expressed then the effects of eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil will finally be undone.   

This I believe is what God is calling us to do.  What is our answer?
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